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Excessive Severity in Power. The discourse of Maximilian on these subjects wins the complete approval of his father, and the admiring wonder of his biographer. With regard to his study of the arts, we are told that he heard an old wise man say that a great general and commander ought to learn drawing and painting, " but for what reason it is not fit for me to disclose in this book nor to write about it ; it should be kept for Kings and Commanders." For this secret reason it was that the young Weisskiinig learned " sufficiently well how to paint. ... He also supported great artists in painting and carving, and has caused many ingenious works to be painted and carved, which will remain in this world in memory of him/5 This is indeed no exaggeration of the truth that in days to come the Emperor Maximilian was indeed a patron and friend to such artists as Holbein and Albrecht Diirer. With regard to his love of music we are told that the prince learned to play with success upon various stringed instruments. He loved to dwell upon the thought that King David was wont to sing " praise to God with songs and harps/' He also read the history of King Alexander, who had conquered so many peoples and countries, and how he loved the songs of minstrels and the happy sound of harps. So the young Weisskiinig determined to follow his example, looking upon the praise of God and the vanquishing of his enemies as his two highest duties.
As for his knowledge of languages, there can be no doubt of his wonderful proficiency ; he could speak Latin, French, Italian, and Flemish fluently, and hadnistration, ;i r! of «v«ry living anitnul within IIH fathi-r1,** Ci walk and their mirrmmdingn. Of tht\Hi»h<T rlmr tn^ighi roul*i n«»t fail to know that- lit* \VHM u fitiltirr rvm in his own sjM*rial iiit'.ini*K< of ^ovi*rniiig » jjn*at Kntpin% lijic! w«* riutiiot wc*n<l«T that iii n iuoin*«nt of l)itirnu*8H slu- Mhoulil luivr tMCi'liiiiuril to hrr H«iiis thf hi'ir tif so mwh wiiht«*tl nuthority :
